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Ashley Boydston, right, one of a handful of end-of-life doulas in the Kansas City area, laughs with
Jeannine Binder as they deadhead �owers on Binder’s balcony in Shawnee. Boydston continues to
visit Binder every week even after the death of Binder’s husband in April. NICK WAGNER
nwagner@kcstar.com
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NOT COMPETING WITH HOSPICE

A photo of John and Jeannine Binder on their wedding day hangs alongside portraits of their six
children in Jeannine’s Shawnee home. Jeannine continues to bene�t from the services of a death
doula even after John’s death in April. Nick Wagner nwagner@kcstar.com
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Mu�n the cat is Jeannine Binder’s constant and protective companion. Nick Wagner
nwagner@kcstar.com
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‘I AM NOT AFRAID OF DEATH’

End-of-life doula Ashley Boydston, right, helps Jeannine Binder clean out a dresser full of her late
husband’s clothes at her home in Shawnee. Binder’s family hired Boydston to help them through
the last stages of John Binder’s life. He died in April. Nick Wagner nwagner@kcstar.com
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Jeannine Binder, left, and end-of-life doula Ashley Boydston stroll the hallways of Binder’s condo
building. Binder’s family asked Boydston to continue to visit her after her husband died in April.
Nick Wagner nwagner@kcstar.com
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A DOULA IS THERE AT THE END, AND AFTER

Death doula Ashley Boydston gave a glass of water to Jeannine Binder after the two women took a
walk outside Binder’s home in Shawnee. Nick Wagner nwagner@kcstar.com





RELATED STORIES FROM KANSAS CITY STAR

LOCAL

OCTOBER 20, 2023 5:33 PM

LOCAL

APRIL 08, 2023 5:30 AM

LISA GUTIERREZ

816-562-6832

Lisa Gutierrez has been a reporter for The Kansas City Star since 2000. She learned journalism at the University of
Kansas, her alma mater. She writes about pop culture, local celebrities, trends and life in the metro through its
people. Oh, and dogs. You can reach her at lgutierrez@kcstar.com or follow her on Twitter - @LisaGinKC.
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